DISGRACE   ABOUNDING
uttered his familiar rebuke to the doubting souls who do not
believe the promises of the grab-dictatorships.
The same Mr. Chamberlain, speaking on March i4th, 1938, told
the House that the German Government had given 'assurances'
that it considered itself, in its relations with Czechoslovakia,
bound by the German-Czechoslovak arbitration treaty.
On January 30th, 1939, the day before Mr. Chamberlain
rebuked the doubters, Hitler himself stated that he gave, on May
s8th, 1938, the order to prepare a military invasion of Czecho-
slovakia on October 2nd, 1938.
The Germans may yet sit in Prague. In Austria, the Austrian-
born Nazi leader for Vienna, Globocnik, has been dismissed,
the German-born Commissioner, Bttrckel, put in his place.
A German Governor in Vienna! As I know them, the Germans
will find it hard to resist the temptation to sit in Prague, They
call it *a German city*. Have they changed? Is Hitler cleverer
than his predecessors? Is the lack of resistance to him so complete
that he does not even need to do these things? This may be.
Now the rulers of England have awakened to the fact that some-
thing is moving in the world. They are telling English people, as
if a divine revelation had been granted them, that all is not well,
that they may be attacked 'suddenly and continuously', that they
must rearm, rearm, rearm.
You may double and quadruple your armament factories, set
them working day and night for ever — but you cannot make good
the loss of your most valuable armaments, allies. Czechoslovakia
and Spain. Why, if England is in danger, have these two small
nations been sacrificed, why are Englishmen to be sent to be
killed in the most unfavourable circumstances possible in
any new war, why has everything been done in advance to
reduce the chances of victory and of life itself for this new
generation of Englishmen that is being told to prepare for the
slaughter.
An obscene farce. In the meantime, watch Prague.
426

